“Unfiltered” Series / 4: The Bible / October 30, 2022

· “Unfiltered” Series = Believe book (our beliefs unfiltered … not dolled up, watered down)
· What do we believe, why does it matter … what do Jesus followers believe … the basics, fundamentals
· One chapter a week (on chapter 4 today)
· Sermon on the big idea of each chapter (not the book)
· Book takes you deeper / extensive Bible
· Wednesday follow-up
· Memory verses each week

I’m going to preach this sermon in two parts this morning: first the “what,” and then the “so what.” We’re going to talk about … The Bible.  What is it? Why do we care?  And what are we going to do about it.  But I’m going to start off by showing you some pics about the Bible from one of my favorite websites: The Babylon Bee. Here goes …

· Man who doesn’t read the Bible also chief authority on what Jesus would do today. No kidding! Ever hear people talking about what Jesus would say or do when they have absolutely no clue what the real Jesus actually said or did?
· This one is pretty funny: Man struck dead after rating Bible app just 4 stars.  Big mistake.  Big mistake, right?
· Or this one: Progressive Christian believes everything about God except the Bible stuff. You’ve seen it: a whole lot of people just love their imaginary God!
· Or this one, which may describe some of you guys: Man pretending to read Bible app (in church) just scrolling twitter, totally fools God.  Yeah, right!
· Here’s one we’re pretty good at: Bible briefly consulted to see if it supports already-formed opinion. If not … it’s an antiquated book, right?  You ever done that?
· Here’s one for an election year: Zondervan releases hollow Bible for political photo ops. Make you look good on the outside … they hope!
· Here’s one for our cancel culture: Bibles pulled from shelves for outdated idea that all humans are of one race and made in the image of God. How stupid is that, right?!  I’m actually going to talk about that next week.
· Last one: Sad: This pastor foolishly spent 3 years in seminary when he could have been educated on the Bible by an internet atheist for free.  That one is pretty funny … to me.

A few weeks ago, I read this article in The Daily Wire titled, “Is the Bible Still Relevant.”  It opens up with this quote.  “On June 30, 2022, someone named Robert posted this comment on our ministry’s YouTube channel with reference to the Bible: (He says,) ‘Why would anyone in the 21st century give a [expletive] what illiterate desert dwellers from 2,000 years ago thought about anything?’”  Illiterate?! And yet they wrote a book that changed the world and has lasted for millennia! Anyway, the guy who wrote the article explains.  He says, “In writing this, he reflected the views of many people today, especially in the younger generation, who wonder, ‘Why on earth should I care about what this outmoded, outdated book has to say? What does the Bible have to do with me?’”  Have you ever heard that? Have you ever felt that?  Have you ever hoped that?

He goes on to cite a Gallup Poll from last July that found that 20% of us Americans now say the Bible is the literal “Word of God.” (1 in 5) On the other hand, 29% of us (almost 1 in 3) say it’s a collection of fables, legends, history, and moral precepts recorded by man … which marks the first time significantly more Americans have viewed the Bible as not divinely inspired than as the literal word of God.  So … why do “we” care?  Why do “we” care so much about this ancient book that so many are rejecting?

And some people out there almost hate this Bible, it seems.  Last summer some pro-abortion protestors in Seattle were filmed kicking a Bible around like a soccer ball before tossing it in a port-a-potty.  Just last week some students up in Madison, Wisconsin were tearing up Bibles and one student was chewing on the pages to protest this guy Matt Walsh who was defending a biblical view of sex and gender.  It really doesn’t take a lot of courage to disrespect a Bible.  We Jesus followers are pretty good at tolerance.  Now, if they were to try that with a Koran … well, these twits should thank God we Jesus followers are different.

But … why do we care at all?  Why are we so defensive about this … aged … archaic book?  How many of you old guys remember the slogan, “The Bible says it, I believe it, and that settles it!” Yeah … that’s not as persuasive anymore.  Or that children’s song we used to sing: “Jesus love me, this I know” … Do you know how we know? … “For the Bible tells me so,” because the Bible tells me so.  But why … why do we care what this aged, archaic book says?  … But we do … We Jesus followers do! Do you know why? … Well, here goes … 

Let me ask you a series of questions.
· #1: What if there really is a big-G God?  We talked about that 3 weeks ago. We believe there is.  What if there really is an eternal, transcendent, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, perfectly holy, perfectly good Creator God?  What if …
· #2: What if, for some crazy reason, that big-G God created us to do life with him? A personal God! How would we even know? We talked about that 2 weeks ago; we believe he did!  The big-G God gave us the freedom, and the invitation to choose life with him.  But we are a cantankerous sort, aren’t we?  And we messed up.
· #3: But, what if, for some crazy reason, that big-G still loves us anyway? And what if God devised a way to save us … from the consequences of our sin?  How would we even know? Well, what if that big-G God actually entered into our world as Jesus to reveal to us God’s truth, and God’s grace. In other words, what if God chose to communicate to us how … to be saved. … Something we can’t pull off on our own.  We believe he did!
· #4: What if God wants to give us some perspective on the most profound issues we struggle with?  How would we even know? Who are we? Does anything matter? Where are we going? Why is there so much pain in the world?  
· And, #5: What if our Creator, our Designer, wants to give us some instructions on how to live life to the fullest … his way, the way he designed a great life to work? How would we know? What if he wants to give us some tips on love, marriage, family, work, ethics … the practical stuff.

Well … would you care? Would you care what the Creator, the Designer, the big-G God says about sin and salvation, about who you were meant to be, and how you were meant to live.  We claim to have this insatiable appetite for information.  We call this the “information age.”  But we tend to blow off any “information” that challenges our feelings.  Feelings trump facts, for us.  It happens all the time. We date somebody … we know it’s a bad idea.  We buy something we can’t afford.  We do the same thing with God.  Well, if there really is a big G Creator God, and if he really is trying to communicate with us, do you think it is wise, do you think it is smart to blow him off, because you don’t particularly like what he has to say? That’s kind of … dumb … isn’t it?

Now, you don’t need the Bible to know some things about God.  The apostle Paul put it like this.  he says, “People know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.” (Romans 1.19-20) And … Paul is right.  The vast majority of us humans for all of time have figured there must be some kind of God. In the history of the world there have been very, very few atheists.  And yet, Paul says, Though “they knew (they knew there had to be some kind of) God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused.” (Romans 1.21) No kidding!  If you get to make up your own God, it’s going to get crazy!

You see, by using our eyes, by using our minds, our reason … most people know there must be some kind of God. But … But … you’re never going to get to the real, big G God unless you use these (your ears).  The whole idea that this eternal, transcendent, omnipotent, omniscient God actually cares for little old me … that’s mind blowing! The whole idea that this perfectly holy, perfectly good God would care for creatures as unholy and ungood as we are … that’s mind blowing!  What man could ever have guessed that the eternal, transcendent, Creator God would step into our world, as one of us, to die, in our place.  Gods can’t die!  The big G God that we Jesus followers follow … he is not a product of a fertile imagination.  No one would concoct a such a stunningly selfless, stunningly gracious, yet still perfectly holy … God.  It would be absolutely unbelievable … if not for the resurrection of Jesus.

· If this … big G God created a mind-blowing way for us to be saved from our sin … sending his Son to die for us?!  We’re not going to reason our way to God’s path.
· If this big G God established a system of right and wrong, based on who he is and what he’s like … We might come close with this (mind), but we can only be confident using these (ears).
· If this big G, Creator, Designer God wants to give us some instructions on how to live life to the fullest in this world … we’re going to have to listen … because often God’s way seems counter-intuitive … at first.
· If this eternal, transcendent big G God wants to tell us how to find “eternal” life … How would you even know there is such a thing? Well, do you understand the danger of closing your minds, and your eyes, and your ears … if this big G God wants to … “reveal” stuff to us?

You see, our faith is built on God’s revelation of himself. (repeat) It’s not based on our deductions about God, it’s based on God’s revelation of himself.  “Revelation” … I’m not talking about the book of Revelation at the end of our Bible where God reveals what’s coming.  I’m talking about the fact that the only way we can know anything about an eternal, transcendent God is if he chooses to reveal himself to us somehow, in some way.  Which is exactly what he did.  And we believe God’s revelation of himself trumps any human speculation about God must be like.  It’s not about our wish-lists for God, it's about shutting up and listening when he whispers.

This self-revelation of God is a really, really big deal. You see, I don’t care what you think God is like. I know that sounds rude, but think about it.  I don’t care what I want God to be like.  I want to know who he really is.  And if the real, big G God reveals himself to us, I want to listen.  And guys, that’s what we believe the Bible is all about … God revealing himself to us.  It’s not, our reflections on God; it is God revealing himself, in a variety of ways … culminating in Jesus.  And if that’s so … this is a pretty important book, wouldn’t you say? One of the smartest writers of all time is a Russian by the name of Fyodor Dostoyevsky … Crime and Punishment; The Brothers Karamazov; and a bunch of other really big, really dense, really good books.  Dostoyevsky was a Jesus follower.  He said, “My faith is not built on arguments of logic or reason.  It is built on one thing: “revelation.”  Well, mine too.  Yours too, I hope.  

So … why do I trust this book as God’s … self revelation?  I’ll give you a simple, one word answer: Jesus.  We call this book, “the word of God.”  And it is, kind of.  But the Word of God is way bigger than this book.  The apostle John put it like this.  He says, “In the beginning the Word already existed.” Not this book, not the Bible … The Word.  He says, “The Word was with God, (in fact) the Word was God.”  This big G God wanted to be known.  This big G God wanted to “reveal” himself … because for some crazy reason he actually cares about us!  John says, “This Word existed in the very beginning with God.  (In fact), God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him.” He’s the Creator, the Designer’ he’s the only one with the right to write a “User’s Manual.” He says, The Word gave life to everything that was created (which includes us, right), and his life brought light to everyone one (of us).”  How?  Well, John says, “The Word became human and made his home among us (for a time).  He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.”  He came to show us the heart of the big G God, right?” And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.”  (John 1.1-4, 14) … And I wouldn’t believe a syllable of those mind-blowing words if Jesus hadn’t risen from the dead.  Guys, if a guy predicts his death, and his resurrection, and pulls it off … I’d listen to him!

John goes on to say, “No one has ever seen God.” He’s transcendent.  He’s not part of creation.  He’s creator, not creature.  “But the unique One (this Word of God), who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart.  He has revealed God to us,” John says. (John 1.18) So … if you want to really know about the real, big G God, you’ve got to look at Jesus, you’ve got to listen to Jesus.  And that’s what this book is all about.  That’s why this book is so important to us.

You see, this book doesn’t contain man’s reflections on what God must be like.  It’s about the different ways God kept revealing himself to us all the way up to Jesus … God himself, stepping into our world.  It’s the story of God entering into our story: first dropping all these clues, and then … becoming one of us … for a time.  So we could really know what God was like, and what we were meant to be, and how we were meant to live.  We honor this “word of God,” because it is the story of the “Word of God.”  Do you get it?  I know, God can reveal himself to us in a plethora of ways.  But this is the clearest.  This is the touchstone.  This is trust-worthy.  If your understanding of God doesn’t square with this “Word of God,” to be blunt … you’re messed up.  I don’t care what you want God to be.  I don’t care what I want God to be.  I want to know what Jesus says about God.  If not … what?  If you are going to reject God’s revelation of himself, what are you going to replace it with?

Bottom line, because of the Word of God … I’m talking about this Bible Word of God, which is the story of the Jesus Word of God … Because of the Word of God … 
· I believe there is a big G God … an eternal, transcendent, omnipotent, omniscient, perfectly holy, perfectly good God.
· And, because of the Word of God, I believe that big G God cares for me personally, and for you personally … for every one of us personally.  Which is mind-blowing!
· In fact, because of the Word of God, I believe that big G God sent his own Son into the world to save us.  Which means, we need saving.
· And, because of the Word of God, I believe that big G God sent his Spirit into the world to guide us … How to do life with God, for God, God’s way.
· And, because of the Word of God, I trust that God is with me when life is tough, and I trust that every good thing in my life is ultimately his gift.
· And, because of the Word of God, I trust that when this life is over, another is coming, if I honor the Word of God who went to the cross for me.  

You see … and this is the key idea for the week: “I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and my actions.”  … I’ll come back towards the end of this service for part 2.  

Right now, let’s honor our big G God.  The one who is worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing; who is worthy of all the praise we could ever bring; who is Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe.  Let’s stand and sing this together …

Part 2

So … if this really is … The Word of God, the story of God’s revealing himself to us … why in the heck would we blow it off?!  Before I get there, just a little more Babylon Bee. Here goes.

· 12 lesser known benefits of reading your Bible.
· Things like: Your wife will finally be able to dust the shelf your Bible has been sitting on for 12 years.
· Or: Reading the Bible is cheaper than therapy (and it works better, too, go figure).
· Or (this is a good one) You now have a super-spiritual excuse for hiding in the bathroom from your kids for 30 minutes: Go away! I’m reading the Bible in here!
· On the other hand, the Babylon Bee gives you 10 great excuses for not reading your Bible.  Stuff like …
· You just went to church last month and don’t want to overdo it, you don’t want to be an extremist!
· Or, you’re watching the Chosen: It’ll be hard to enjoy the movie if you already know how it ends.   
· And, 8 other uses for your Bible since we know you’re not reading it, you sinner.
· It’s a great Coffeeshop Instagram photoshoot accessory.  You take some artistic photos of your Bible next to your morning coffee, add a sepia filter, and BOOM: instant Spirituality!
· Or, carry it with you on airplanes so people won’t try to talk to you.  That works.

Did you know (Simmons, “The Best-Selling Book in the World”) that the Bible is the highest selling book in history … it’s not even a contest!  According to a 2012 study, they estimate there have been about 3.9 billion copies of the Bible.  The selected words of Mao Tse-Tung comes in second at about 820 million copies.  The Harry Potter series is third, at about 400 million copies.  Pretty clear winner, right? But, did you know that the Bible is practically worthless if you never crack it open, if you don’t actually know what it says.  It’s “the Word of God,” guys!  Shouldn’t that be a really big deal?  And if you do know what’s in it, did you know that it is still practically worthless if you blow it off?

And, did you know that the word, “Bible,” comes from a Greek word that simple means a scroll, or a book.  You’ve probably seen it called, “The Holy Bible.” Literally, just, the holy book.  But, did you know that the Bible is not really … “a” book.  It’s actually a collection of books.  It’s kind of like a library of books: 66 books, written by about 40 different guys, over a span of about 1500 years or so.  Kings, shepherds, doctors, fishermen, prophets, tradesmen … most of whom didn’t know each other, personally.  Writing history books, and poetry, and genealogies, and law, and psalms, and proverbs, and theology, and letters, and biography, and apocalyptic.  In 3 different languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  On 3 different continents: Africa, Asia, and Europe. And yet their stories thread together … a story of a big G God revealing himself,  Dropping clues in the Old Testament, and then entering into our story in the New Testament … as Jesus.  A great old preacher by the name of Ben Merold put it like this.  He says, it’s kind of like these 40 guys from all over the world, who had never met, show up at the same place, on the same day, bringing all these different parts that, when fitted together tell a single, mind-blowing story.

Our Bible is divided into 2 testaments … 2 covenants.  That’s what “testament” means: a “covenant,” the big G God telling us how to do life with him, for him, his way.  There’s the Old Testament, the Old Covenant … which was binding up until the time of Jesus … The Old Covenant contains the story of creation, and the fall of man, and the beginnings of God’s … salvific work (God’s working to fix what we had broken … because we can’t!). And the Old Testament kept dropping these clues that something different, something bigger was coming.

And then there’s the New Testament, the new covenant, our covenant which revolves around Jesus.  The Old Testament points to Jesus; the New Testament revolves around him.  Because Jesus was the big G God’s final revelation of himself … to us.  And when we understand who God is, and what he’s like, that’s when we begin to understand who we’re supposed to be, and how we’re supposed to live.  It’s kind of like the Old Testament was preparatory, and the New Testament is the rest of the story.  That’s God’s covenant with us.

So let me get really, really practical.  Some FAQs.  You might want to get your phone ready to snap some pics of the screens, or maybe make a note to review a copy of this sermon later on our website.  There will be a podcast as well as a copy of my manuscript.  
1. Do you really need to read both Testaments … Old Testament, and New Testament? Well, yeah … kind of.  The New Testament is our covenant with God, so that should be your focus.  But reading the Old Testament is useful too.  The apostle Paul says, “All Scripture is inspired by God (including the Old Testament) and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.” (2 Timothy 3.16) That’s good stuff. Now we don’t have to follow the laws of the Old Testament.  But we can still get a feel for the heart of our God.
2. Do you need to read the Bible in order?  Well, you can.  But it’s hard.  Because the Bible it’s not a single book.  It’s a library of books.  And they are not in order … chronologically.  So just plowing through the books of the Bible in the order they are in can be pretty confusing.  And, sometimes when people try that, when they get to the genealogies or all those laws, they kind of give up.  One more Babylon Bee pic: Bible App implements handy skip genealogies button.  A lot of you guys would use that button, right?
3. Which version should you use? Well, it kind of depends on how old you are, and what kind of reading you want to do.  There are some Bibles out there that put it into really simple English … for kids.  For most adults, I’d recommend the New International Version, or – a little easier reading – The New Living Translation … great translations.  The one I’d kind of like you to steer away from is the old King James Bible.  That was a great translation 400 years ago.  It’s hard for people to understand today … because it’s not our English.  By the way, one more Babylon Bee clip: This one is just funny … New, less formal King Jim Bible introduced.  No more "thees and thous," instead, "bros and babes," right.  No, that's probably sexist.
4. I’d encourage you to install, and use a good Bible app on your phone.  There are several, but I would recommend the YouVersion app put out by Life Church.  It’s amazing.  It’s been installed on over 500 million different devices all over the world.  Altogether you can access 2848 Bible versions in 1868 languages … for free … without ads.  Easy to use. And you’ll always have your Bible with you.
5. And if you are on your computer, I’d recommend Bible Gateway.  I use it every week, nearly every day.  If you’re studying the Bible and you want to see 3 or 4 or 5 versions side by side, it’s easy to do, and really helpful … and free.  
6. Where do you start? Well, if you’re just looking at Jesus, or if you are a new Jesus follower, I’d suggest one of the Gospels.  Probably the Gospel of John … it’s simple and deep.  Then maybe Matthew … the great teaching gospel of the church.  If you’ve been through the gospels, go to Acts … a history of the early church.  Great lessons.  And then as you’re digging deeper, tackle the letters.  Maybe James … such a practical book of wisdom, or one of Paul’s letters like Ephesians, or Colossians, or Philippians.  If you are ready to go deep, go to Romans.  If you’re weird, go to Revelation.
7. How much do you read.  I don’t care.  For some of you guys, even a verse a day will help.  Maybe sign up for the verse of the day in the YouVersion Bible app.  It’s pretty good, and it will keep your mind coming back to the big G God.  If you read a paragraph a day … cool.  A chapter a day … cool.  It’s not about how much you read, it’s about digging in the Word, and letting the Word dig into you.

Because, bottom line … if this is the Word of God, if this really is the story of the Word of God, God revealing himself to us culminating in Jesus … the craziest thing in the world would be to sit in on a shelf and ignore it.  Why do so many reject it? Because, bottom line, they want to be the boss.  But guys, we’re Jesus followers … and when God talks, we listen.  All of us want to life a life that matters.  All of us want the strength necessary when times get tough.  All of us want the best life possible … for now, and for forever.  Well guys, digging in this is part of how we get there.  

Let’s pray.
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