
 
WEEK 2: UPSIDE DOWN 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
“Might makes right” is the default setting for the world. Those with wealth and power write 
the rules, and they usually write them to favor themselves. That was true in Jesus’ time as 
well. But he came to turn everything upside down. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What are some examples from culture or your own life of powerful people going off the 

rails morally, ethically, or financially? 
 

2. In what ways are you tempted to put yourself ahead of others? What does it take for you 
to resist those temptations? 

 

3. Read Matthew 4:1–10. What are 5-7 details that you see as you read these ten verses that 
make a difference to the story? For example: where is Jesus when the temptation takes 
place? What stands out to you in this story of Jesus resisting temptation? What details are 
surprising or new to you? 

4. During the message, it was mentioned that, “The moment you try to get God to do your 
bidding, your religion has become superstition.” Have you ever caught yourself trying to 
manipulate God? If so, what happened? Why is this “easy” to do? 

5. Read Mark 10:42-45. Is it difficult for you to believe that Jesus came to serve you? Why or 
why not? Who have been like Jesus to you by serving you over your life? Is there anyone 
not on that list that you look up to? 

6. Read Luke 9:25. In what ways are you currently striving to “gain the world”? What is one 
thing you can do to let go of that striving and embrace Jesus’ upside down kingdom? 
How can this group encourage you? 

 
MOVING FORWARD 
Jesus established a new, upside down kingdom. Power would be leveraged for the powerless. 
Wealth would be leveraged for those in need. Influence would be leveraged for those without 
a voice. The first would be last and the last would be first. 
 
CHANGING YOUR MIND 
This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we 
do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will 
receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. 

Hebrews 4:15-16 (NLT) 


