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Life Group Questions
PARABLES
The Lost Sheep
Luke 15:1-7

Discussion Questions 💬

In Luke 15:1-7, Jesus tells the parable of the lost sheep to address both the sinners who were approaching him and the Pharisees who were complaining. What does this parable teach us about God's heart for people who are lost versus those who think they don't need help?
· Pastor Matt explained that the parable wasn't just for the sinners and tax collectors, but also for the self-righteous Pharisees who were grumbling about Jesus eating with 'unworthy' people. Jesus was addressing both groups with this story.
· Which group do you find yourself relating to more - the lost sheep that needs rescuing, or the 99 who might feel secure but could become self-righteous? How can you guard against spiritual pride while still celebrating your growth?
Pastor Matt compared GPS rerouting to God's grace, explaining that 'God doesn't turn off the map when we get lost.' What does this metaphor teach us about God's response when we make wrong turns in life?
· The sermon used the example of missing turns while driving and seeing 'rerouting' on GPS as a picture of how God never gives up on us when we wander or make mistakes in our spiritual journey.
· Think about a time when you felt like you had taken too many 'wrong turns' in life. How does knowing that God is willing to keep rerouting you change how you view your mistakes and failures?
The sermon emphasized that sheep are 'directionally challenged' and cannot find their way home without a shepherd. How does this characteristic of sheep help us understand our need for Jesus?
· Pastor Matt explained that unlike cats or dogs that can find their way home, sheep have poor homing instincts and are prone to wander. This makes the shepherd's role crucial for their survival and return to safety.
· In what areas of your life do you try to be 'self-rescuing' instead of depending on Jesus as your shepherd? What would it look like to surrender those areas to His guidance?
Pastor Matt challenged the church to 'be known more for who we stand for in Jesus than what we stand against.' Why is this distinction important, and how might it change how we interact with people who don't know Jesus?
· The sermon pointed out that the church has unfortunately gained a reputation for being against things rather than being known for the positive message of Jesus' love, grace, and salvation.
· When people think about your faith, what do they think of first - the things you're against or the Jesus you love? How can you practically shift toward being known for what you stand for this week?
The sermon ended with two practical challenges: pray for two people in your church and reach out to someone who might be lost (or in need of encouragement). Why are both of these actions important for living out the message of the lost sheep parable?
· Pastor Matt gave specific homework - identify two faces to pray for and reach out to someone who doesn't have faith or has lost contact. He shared his own story of reaching out to someone and giving them their first Bible.
· Who specifically comes to mind when you think about someone you could reach out to this week? What fears or hesitations do you have about making that connection, and how can you move past them?
Prayer 🙏
· Begin by asking if anyone has specific prayer requests for the week.
· Ask God to help us recognize when we are wandering and in need of His guidance.
· Pray for the humility to accept His grace and rerouting in our lives.
· Ask the Lord to help us love and reach out to those who feel lost and to remind us to celebrate when others find their way back to His table.
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