
Summer in Galilee- No offense  
Matthew 17:24-27 
 
Let’s turn in our Bibles to Matthew 17:24-27 as we prepare to wrap up our summer series also 
known as Summer in Galilee. This is the last weekend of summer and I am excited to be here 
with you. We are getting ready to kick off the Students Ministry next weekend and we are 
looking forward to that.  
 
Over the last several weeks we’ve been looking at the ministry of Jesus, specifically the time 
that he spent in Galilee. 2 weeks ago, Pastor Tim spoke about a miracle where Jesus healed a 
blind man in 2 stages, actually spitting into the man’s eyes and this week we will be looking at 
yet another peculiar miracle, where Jesus instructed Peter to pull a coin from a fish’s mouth. As 
we read through the book of Matthew, we learn that he intended reveal to Jews and Gentiles 
that Jesus was in fact the long-awaited Messiah. This particular account sticks with Matthews 
theme and helps reveal the identity of who Jesus really is. Jesus is in fact the long-awaited 
Messiah and he has come to pay for the price of our sins. Let’s read…  
 
PP Matthew 17:24-27 
24 When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and 
said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?” 25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the 
house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of 
the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” 26 And when he said, “From 
others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 27 However, not to give offense to them, go 
to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth 
you will find a shekel.[a] Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.” 
 
At first glance you and I may be tempted in our reading of this passage to overlook its 
significance, however I would urge you to take a second look with me. Matthew thought that it 
was important enough to record and I think it deserves our attention. To catch us up to speed 
Peter, James, and John just witnessed the transfiguration of Christ, they saw Jesus heal a boy a 
boy with a demon, and soon after he told them that he would be delivered into the hands of 
men, killed, and three days later he would rise again. So, at this point in the story the person of 
Jesus is securely fixed in the mind of the disciples, but as we are about to see yet again, he is 
going to reveal his true identity.  
 
First, we recognize that Jesus and the disciples arrive in Capernaum, which is known as Jesus’ 
own city. This is where Jesus launched his ministry and here, he finds himself again. This is also 
Peter’s hometown, which is likely why as we continue to read this passage it mainly revolves 
around Jesus, Peter, and these 2 tax collectors. It’s also possible that because it was their 
hometown that the tax collectors would’ve recognized Peter and Jesus as being from the area 
so they targeted them.  
 
Another important detail is that these tax collectors are collecting two-drachma tax. At first this 
may seem similar to another passage of scripture in Mark 12:17 where religious leaders were 



trying to trick Jesus by asking him if he pays taxes to Rome, to which Jesus responds by saying 
that they should give to Caesar what is Caesars. The Jewish people hated Rome for oppressing 
them, but if Jesus would’ve fallen for this trap by telling them not to pay taxes to Rome, he 
would’ve been guilty of treason and they could’ve had him arrested, however that is not what’s 
happening here. These two men are collecting a tax in a Jewish form of currency otherwise 
known as the temple tax.  
 
PP The Temple Tax- Out with the old  
When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and 
said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?”  
 
What is the temple tax? We actually read about the temple tax first in Exodus 30:11-13  
 
PP Exodus 30:11-13 “11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “When you take the census of the people of 
Israel, then each shall give a ransom for his life to the Lord when you number them, that 
there be no plague among them when you number them. 13 Each one who is numbered in the 
census shall give this: half a shekel[a] according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is 
twenty gerahs),[b] half a shekel as an offering to the Lord. 
 
Initially when the temple tax was established it was meant to be a ransom for the life of the one 
who paid it. It was roughly equivalent to 2 days wages and went to the upkeep of the temple. 
The temple was central to the Jewish people. It’s likely that religious leaders and teachers were 
not required to pay this tax, which shows you what these two individuals thought of Peter’s 
teacher. They must’ve not thought of him as legitimate and if by not paying he would’ve been 
claiming to be something he wasn’t. Also, for Jesus not to pay the tax it would also reveal what 
he thought of the temple.  
 
PP (Slide with bullet points) 
 Jesus’ thoughts on the temple  

• John 2:19 “Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 

• Matthew 21:12-13 “And Jesus entered the temple[a] and drove out all who sold and 
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the 
seats of those who sold pigeons.” 

• Matthew 12:6 “I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.”  
 
Jesus knew that the temple wasn’t the end game. God’s desire was for us to become the 
temple of the Holy Spirt and for God to dwell with his people. That was God’s desire from the 
very beginning.  
 
So, imagine the embarrassment of these 2 tax collectors if only they would’ve recognized who 
was standing in front of them. The very one that they were waiting for, the one who came to 
take away the sins of the world, he was the fulfillment of the temple and the law standing in 
front of them and they are asking him to pay a half shekel as a ransom for his life , which is a 



small price when you consider in just a few days he would pay an even greater price not for his 
sins, but for the sins of all of those who would believe in him.  
 
If were not cautious like these two tax collectors we can fall more in love with our religious 
system and the one we come here to worship. We can fall more in love with church and forget 
Christ.  
 
So how does Peter respond to these men’s questioning of his teacher? 
 
PP The Sons are free- In with the new  
25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do 
you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from 
others?” 26 And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.” 
 
I love Peter’s response here. It’s almost like he doesn’t know how to answer. Yes, he pays it or 
yes, he doesn’t pay it? Which, one is it Peter? You can almost hear Peter saying, “but to be sure 
let me check with him first.” 
 
Jesus uses this as a teaching moment and he simply asks Peter, “Do kings tax their children?” 
That wouldn’t make sense. Since taxes go to taking care of the king and his family it would be 
redundant to tax his own kids. There are 2 incredible truths being communicated to Peter and 
us in this moment. First, we are children of the king and secondly, we’ve been paid for.  
 
First, we are children of the king. This is no understatement. The God of the universe out of a 
desire to dwell with us put a plan in motion from before the beginning of time to send His Son 
to pay the ransom for our lives and to adopt us as His children. Not just one of His children, but 
co-heirs with Christ of all things.  

• PP Romans 8:15-17 “15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 
Secondly, we are paid for. We are free. As Christians we love this idea of freedom but we often 
mistake why God has set us free. We live in a culture where our personal freedoms and rights 
are of highest priority, but in Christ we have been set free to serve others. If that bothers us, I 
am afraid it’s because we forget how much we’ve been forgiven, but I can assure you that it’s a 
lot more than a half shekel. Christ perfectly exemplifies this in his response to these 2 tax 
collectors. 

• PP Galatians 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” 
 

 
 



PP Not to give offense.  
“However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish 
that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel.[a] Take that and give it to 
them for me and for yourself.” 
 
In this moment as Jesus performs this miracle, he once again reveals who he is, but does so 
with incredible humility in an attempt to help us see Him for who he really is.  
 
The most unique aspect about this miracle isn’t that Peter pulls a coin from the fish’s mouth, 
it’s actually that the miracle is assumed. Nowhere does it actually tell us what happened, but it 
leaves us with this cliffhanger and we have to fill in the gaps. However, like I said at the 
beginning Jesus was transfigured, he healed a boy with a demon, and he revealed God’s 
ultimate purpose through his death and resurrection. We now read about the temple tax and 
understand that Jesus is the one who paid it all and came to complete the temple, we can be 
certain at this point of Jesus’ identity. Matthew lead us along in this story to cause us to fill in 
the gaps so that we might come to a place of believing that Jesus really is the messiah.  
 
I mean think about it. Who has this sort of power? To know that someone, somewhere, 
dropped a coin into the water which would be swallowed by a fish and that when Peter caught 
it, it would be right where it needed to be at that precise moment so that it was the first fish 
that he caught and that the coin in the fish’s mouth would total the exact amount needed to 
pay the tax for both him and Peter. There is only one person with that sort of knowledge and 
power. God, God in the flesh, Jesus, our savior the one who came to take away the sins of the 
world.  
 
Conclusion  

• The temple tax- be aware of religious blindness  
• The Sons are free- be aware of your freedom  
• Don’t give offense- don’t misuse your freedom, serve others.  

 
Final thoughts  
 
You know I am not certain if I have the application of this worked out perfectly, but I wonder if 
it’s because I am a little like these 2 tax collectors. Maybe sometimes I am caught up on 
focusing more on how I am used to doing church that it causes me to miss out on the fact that 
God has made himself available to me through the person of Christ and the in filling of the Holy 
Spirt. We become so accustomed to interacting with God in our own broken way that we miss 
out on him when he’s standing right in front of us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


