“Did Jesus really mean that?” Series / “Two Ways” (Mt 7) July 26, 2026

So, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount closes with these two verses. Matthew says, “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were “exeplessonto” at his teaching … That’s the word Matthew used in the Greek: “exeplessonto.” Astounded? Shocked? Overwhelmed? Shaken? Rattled? Now, when you listened to Morgan read those words, were you astounded, or shocked, or overwhelmed, or shaken, or rattled? I suspect you weren’t, because … I suspect you weren’t really listening. You see, I don’t think those people were rattled just because Jesus “spoke with authority.” I suspect they were rattled because of what Jesus had just said … with authority. Because … what Jesus had just said is flat-out scary! And … in the Greek, “exeplessonto” is in what we call the “imperfect tense” … which means it kinda kept going. It’s kinda like, the more they thought about it, the more rattled they got. And I think Jesus words will still rattle you, if you really listen to what he was saying. Listen, guys: if what Jesus said was true, we’d better lean in! 

Now, Jesus has been flipping the script all through this Sermon on the Mount.
· Blessed by God are the poor in spirit … not those with some robust spiritual confidence.
· He says, Blessed by God are those who mourn their sin.
· In fact, you are blessed by God when people insult you, persecute you, lie about you … because of me, Jesus says. That’s hard!
· He says, you think big sins are sins like murder, adultery, big lies, maybe. I’m telling you, you’d better deal with your anger, and your lust, and your integrity. Because sin starts on the inside, not on the outside. 
· Jesus tells us stuff like, love your enemies, and forgive people … or God won’t forgive us. 
· He tells us not to worry like others worry, or judge like others judge. 

That stuff is hard enough. But when Jesus gets to this wrap-up part – the part we are going to look at today – Jesus flat-out doubles down. And if they were listening … and if we are listening … astounded … shocked … overwhelmed … shaken … rattled?? Because, guys, if Jesus really is the Son of the big G God, and if Jesus really was speaking with the authority of God himself … we’d better not only listen, we’d better do some obeying. … … So, here goes.

Verses 13 and 14: Jesus says, “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to (destruction, the highway to) hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. (It’s like a superhighway.) But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.” (It’s like a goatpath.) … Now … Do you know why this ought to make some of us … uncomfortable? … Because, Jesus is not just separating those who call him Lord from those who don’t. He’s about to tell us that many of us who call Jesus “Lord” are still on that highway to hell. Are you? … We’ll get there in a couple minutes. 

Here’s the deal: there are just two roads, Jesus says … only two roads … and we are all on one or the other. And here it is, guys, they won’t both take you to the same place. They are moving toward opposite destinations. Do you understand how countercultural that is? Our culture prefers this idea of many roads climbing the same mountain toward one God. Jesus gives a radically different picture: two roads going in opposite directions. And every one of us is moving along one road or the other. There is no third road and there is no fence to sit on. And guys, if Jesus really is God, in a bod, then I’d listen to him … not them!

And, guys, Jesus is going to tell us that he is that path that leads to God. He’s not pointing us towards some path; he is that path. Later, Jesus says, “I am the way (to God), I am the truth (of God), I am the life (you were made for). No one can come to the Father except through me.” (John 14.6) Does that sound like there are “many paths to God”? The apostle Peter got it. He says, “There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4.12) Peter is pointing at Jesus. That sounds kind of narrow, doesn’t it? 

Well, Jesus says … the path is … “narrow” … and “difficult.” Do you know why? Because that other path, that other road – the broad one, the easy one -- is kind of our default. That road is about doing life “my way.” Bottom line, the easy way is about doing what I want to do, and being what I want to be, and loving what I want to love, and pursuing whatever I want to live for. Even if I call Jesus “Lord” … if I qualify my Jesus following by things like, “when it’s comfortable,” “when it’s convenient,” “when I understand him,” “when I agree with him” … that won’t cut it. 

You see, the broad way is the easy way, it’s natural, it’s just … following along the way everyone else is going. Taking the narrow path is going to require a decision to go against the flow … against their flow, and against my flow. It is going to require an act of the will to go against our default … to do what he wants us to do; to be what he wants us to be; to love those whom he wants us to love; to live for him … not ourselves or anyone or anything else. It’s going to require a decision to do it his way when it’s not comfortable, when it’s not convenient, when we don’t understand him, even when we don’t agree with him. And guys, going down that road is going to take some tenacity, and persistence, and perseverance. … not because our grit saves us, but because our old default does not die quietly. … …

Now, do you understand how “countercultural” Jesus is being? Do you understand how “countercultural” real Jesus-following is? You are going to look different. You are going to live differently. It will set you up for some pushback, some mockery. And if you buy into this “only two roads, and only one of them leads to God” idea, our culture will accuse you of one of their cardinal sins … “intolerance.” Our culture is telling you that “tolerance” means you have to affirm other paths as acceptable, valid, legitimate. Jesus says there is only one path to God, and it’s through him. Which do you buy? Listen: people get so messed up about what tolerance really means. Tolerance does not mean agreement, or affirmation, or approval. In fact, tolerance means you don’t agree, you don’t affirm, you don’t approve … but you’re going to treat them decently anyway. Tolerance is about civility. It’s about treating people we disagree with … with dignity, courtesy, patience, love. And following Jesus requires real tolerance. 

But real tolerance does not mean abandoning your convictions. Having God-honoring convictions, God-driven convictions, is not the same as intolerance, or bigotry. Bigotry is about pride. Bigotry is about treating people with contempt. We don’t do that. But we do have God-honoring convictions. We believe Jesus really is the way, the truth, and the life, that no one gets to the Father without going through him. That’s not bigotry, it’s a truth claim … a truth claim that a real Jesus follower makes with grace. … But … before we worry about whether our culture accepts Jesus’ claim, we had better ask him whether we actually do.

Now I am going to skip a couple verses, because I don’t have time to unpack it all, but I want to link what we’ve been talking about to what comes next. So, there are only two roads … one that leads to destruction, the other that leads to life. And every one of us is on one of those two roads, right here, right now. But it’s what Jesus says a couple verses later that ought to rattle us. He says, verses 21-23: “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.” We get that part. It’s the next part that makes you lean in. He says, “On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you evildoers.’”

So, here it is: it’s not just about those who call themselves Jesus followers versus those who don’t. Most all of us in this room call ourselves “Jesus followers.” But, apparently, according to Jesus, many of us who call ourselves Jesus followers … really are not. So, am I? Are you? How can we tell? This is not about those who believe Jesus is God, in a bod, versus those who don’t. This is not about those who were baptized once, versus those who weren’t. This isn’t about those who go to church and read their Bibles and pray sometimes versus those who don’t. … Let me show you. …  

The setting is judgement day, right. Someday every one of us is going to stand before God, the Creator God, the all-powerful, all-knowing God … the biggest day of your life. And, according to Jesus, how we will be judged on that day will hinge on what we have done with Jesus. Which, if he really is God, in a bod, sent to earth to reconnect us with God, is perfectly legit, right? So, Jesus puts himself at the center of judgement day, the one before whom all people will stand, and the one whose verdict is final. And some of us will be like, “Lord,” … in fact, “Lord, Lord,” … “did we not, did we not, did we not” … “We did right stuff, didn’t we?” … “We’ve done enough to get in, haven’t we?”

Now, if you listen carefully, you can hear 3 appeals, I think. #1: They believe the right stuff. These are people who do acknowledge that Jesus is rightfully “Lord.” He is … the Son of God. He spoke the words of God. He worked miracles with the power of God. He went to the cross for our sins, and rose from the dead 3 days later. He is Lord … In other words, these people Jesus is rejecting believe the right things about Jesus. Their doctrine is solid. … but knowing the right stuff about Jesus is not the same as knowing Jesus. Do you understand that? Calling Jesus “Lord” is not the same as surrendering to Jesus as “Lord.” Do you understand that? Which do you do?

So, #1: These “believers” who are rejected believe the right stuff. #2: They believe the right stuff passionately. They are not just cold and detached, sterile and lifeless. They don’t just sit in church untouched, unemotional, indifferent. Maybe they’ve sung the songs at the tops of their voices. Maybe they’ve shed tears at the right places. Their radios are tuned to iHeart. Some of them have even done Wednesdays! Do you know where you can pick up their emotion in the verses we read? It’s in the “Lord, Lord,” the repetition of the word. Back then, repetition like that kind of intensified the emotion. “Martha, Martha,” “Steve, Steve,” “daddy, daddy,” “Lord, Lord, ook at me! Listen to me! Look at what I have done … for you.” … … Listen, guys, genuine Jesus following does reach the emotions. But emotions don’t prove you are a genuine Jesus follower. We can get emotional just from a piece of music, or from words of some compelling speaker, or from a movie, or from some stupid game, for pity-sake. Some of us love our emotions more than we love … our God. Do you buy that? We can be emotional about Jesus following without actually Jesus following. 

And then they are like, “Did we not, did we not, did we not.” #1: They believe the right stuff. #2: They believe the right stuff passionately. #3: They do the right stuff… They have prophesied … in Jesus’ name; they have cast out demons … in Jesus’ name; they have performed miracles … in Jesus’ name.  Our lists would not likely be that spectacular. I listened to hundreds of sermons (preached one or two), I have sung thousands of songs, I’ve put money in the offering box, I put a XD sticker on the back of my car. … … Did you know … Did you know that you can serve God without knowing God? Did you know that you can use the gifts God has given you powerfully without ever really doing life with God? Guys, we talk about doing life with God, for God, God’s way, together a lot around here. It’s that first part that’s so hard, I think.

Here it is, guys: You can believe the right stuff, you can get all emotional about it, you can even do all the right stuff … and still hear those terrifying words, “I never knew you.” Because … Because it’s not about what we have done … it’s not about performance … Jesus didn’t say, “You haven’t done enough,” because it’s not about what we have done for him … It’s about accepting what he has done for us … and it’s about actually surrendering to him as Lord. Guys, we are never going to believe enough, feel enough, or do enough to get ourselves into heaven. When we stand before him on that day, it is not your spiritual resume that will get you in. Only grace can do that. Only what he has done for us can do that. We will stand before God with empty hands … Every one of us will stand before God with empty hands … 

And then Jesus says, “Only those who actually do the will of my Father will enter.” What’s that mean? Guys, it’s not about doing more. It’s not about doing stuff perfectly. The will of the Father is that we actually surrender to Jesus as Lord and trust him to make us right with God. It’s about trusting in his grace … which is flat-out hard, and surrendering without conditions … kinda like Jesus showed us when he said, to God: “Not my will, but yours.” … Do you live that way?

Guys, the only shot I’ve got is grace. The only shot you’ve got is grace. And the appropriate responses to grace are trust, and surrender. That’s what we Jesus followers do: we trust, and we surrender. Listen to how Jesus wraps this up, verses 24-27: “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”

You get the picture, right? Have you ever seen those beautiful houses built along the coast … a little too close … and the ground underneath the house is fragile … and the water eats it away? You don’t have to go to the coast. It happens around here. My kids once owned one of the houses down on Big Eddy. When they owned the house, they probably had 50-60 feet of yard between them and the hillside that went down to the Kentucky River. It was a beautiful house … One freak storm and the yard is gone, the foundation undercut, the house condemned. The storm revealed what could not easily be seen. No matter how beautiful the house, it is no stronger than what it is built on, right? 

Jesus says, It’s kinda like that for the spiritual houses every one of us is building. Your spiritual house is not stronger than what you build it on. And what you build it on will determine the rest of your life … after this one is over. Two of us can build what look like identical houses on the outside … but what it is built on matters most. I can build a spiritual house that looks spectacular on the outside … the grandest house in town. But it’s what I build it on that really counts. 

Now this may be kind of a stretch … here … but I think when you consider everything Jesus said, and everything the apostles taught us … I think it kind of boils down to this. A spiritual house built on sand is a spiritual house built on … anything other than Jesus. For most of us, that means a spiritual house built on … me. I build my spiritual house on my efforts … which may look pretty, on the outside. I have done more good than bad. I have done all this God-honoring, religious stuff, right? I have done a boatload of church. I have started Bible reading plans multiple times.  I have prayed thousands of prayers, using all the right words. I have given a lot of money, a lot of time. I believed the right stuff … right, God? I know a boatload of stuff about the Bible, about God, about Jesus. I have worked hard, I am well respected … I have earned this, right, God? … Right? Guys, building on sand is building on anything other than the grace of God through Jesus. Doing the will of God is not about doing more stuff. It’s not about me. It’s not about you. Even the good things we live for become sand if we think they will earn us God’s acceptance. 

Guys, if there was ever a guy with an amazing spiritual resume, it was the apostle Paul. He says, “I did everything right. I followed the rules to the letter … passionately.” In fact, he says, “I obeyed all the rules without fault.’”  And then he says this … “I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. (It’s not about what I have done; it’s about what Jesus did … for me). … For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through (trusting Jesus; through) faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith (ruthless trust).” (Philippians 3.7-9) … So, do you actually trust him? It’s not about what you can offer him. Do you trust him?

Guys, I think those of us on the broad road that leads to destruction, and those of us on the narrow road that leads to life are both going to be thinking to ourselves … we hear, and we obey, right? “We hear you, Jesus! We are obeying you, Jesus!” But there is, I think, a difference, an enormous difference. You see, doing the will of God has to mean more than just knowing the rules and following the rules.  You can know the rules and follow the rules without ever giving Jesus your heart. This whole Sermon on the Mount has been about going deeper than just knowing the rules and following the rules. The will of God is that we surrender to him our hearts. To love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. And because we love God that way, to try to love those God loves the way God loves them. Guys, we can give God the outside without ever giving him our heart. It won’t work. He wants the heart. He deserves the heart. We need to give him our heart.

Now, if he has your heart, obedience will follow. And I know that will be a struggle. I believe I am going to battle my propensity for disobedience till the day I die. And I hate that!  The apostle Paul said, I know the right thing, and I don’t do it. I know the wrong thing, and I do it anyway. And I hate that. Guys, we will fail. The issue is not whether we will ever resist God and fail. The issue is whether we will protect our resistance as a “right.” A Jesus follower is going to fail, but he cannot reserve the right to fail when he wants to, or when he feels he must. We can’t section off some part of our life and say, “Jesus, you can be Lord of everything … except this. Here I will do things my way.” That won’t work, guys.

I am going to throw some questions at you. And I think they may give us a clue as to what our spiritual foundation really looks like. Is Jesus really your “Lord.” Here are the questions … be ruthlessly honest … 

· Is there any “will of God,” or command of Jesus I have decided does not apply to me? We’re like, “That may be true for you, but it’s not true for me.” Or, “This time I’ve got good reason to do it my way, not his way.”
· Next question: Is there any command of Jesus, or any “will of God” that I only obey partway … where I am content to compromise with God. “I’ll meet you half-way, God.” Or, “I know how far you want me to go, but how about I start with this.” 
· Next question: When something you do is outed as sin, do you try to justify yourself, make your excuses, rationalize, or are you willing to own your sin, and ask his forgiveness, and his help so you can change? Are you more eager to be understood, or to be more faithful?
· Next question: Are you more prone to obey only when you agree with God? Or are you equally willing to obey when you don’t understand him … yet, and even when you don’t agree with him, yet? In other words, do you recognize God as God?
· Next question: Is repentance a rare humiliation, or is it a normal part of your life with God? Some of us rarely ever really apologize, even to God. Is it because we rarely ever sin? Or is it because we resist Jesus as Lord?
· One more question, and this is a really hard one. Are you after the benefits of Jesus-following, or do you really want … Jesus? Is it about Jesus, or about what he can do for you? … In other words, do you really love him? 

Here it is, guys: the issue is not whether we ever resist God. We’ll battle our propensity for resistance till the day we die. The question is whether we will defend our resistance as a right.  If Jesus is Lord, he is Lord of it all. 

Let me speak directly to some of you.
· To those of you who are complacently religious, these words of Jesus are a warning. Do not use your, “I believe in Jesus,” or your, “I get emotional in church sometimes,” or “I try to behave most of the time, and do enough religious stuff” to avoid Jesus’ deeper questions. Your “shallow Jesus following” can conceal a heart still determined to save and rule itself.
· To those of you who are openly broken: Listen, this narrow gate is not reserved for those with an impressive spiritual resume. It is entered by those who abandon their record and come empty-handed to Christ. Recognizing your spiritual bankruptcy is not a disqualification, is the beginning of grace.
· To the tender Jesus followers in this room who are rattled by these words: Listen, the evidence of grace is not sinless perfection but a living reliance on Christ, a growing willingness to repent, and a sincere desire to do the Father’s will, not your own. The purpose of his warning is not to drive us away from Jesus but more deeply into trust.
· And if you are not sure where you stand, if you are not sure whether your house is built on rock, or sand … God is good at restarts: Surrender again what you have reserved from Christ, and rest again in the grace you have been trying to replace with performance.

You can trust him, guys. Listen: what Jesus said, what Jesus claimed, what Jesus promised … it’ll blow your mind. And then Jesus predicts how he is going to die, which is not that big a deal. Then he predicts that he will come back. That’s impossible stuff. And then he pulls it off. He comes back. And guys, if a man predicts his death … and his resurrection, and pulls it off … I think I’d listen hard to what he said, and what he claimed, and what he promised. … You can trust him. 

To the Lord’s Supper
· Time of self-examination
· Are the things you find so important right not important enough that you want to defend them when you stand before Jesus
· Table of truth and grace
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