
 

       
PP The Crowned
Part 3-Crown of Life-James 1:12, Revelations 2:10	    			5/13-14

We have looked at the Imperishable Crown, which Jesus will reward to His people who battle in 
His power to bring their desires under control
Then we saw the Crown of Rejoicing, given to those who faithfully share the good news of 
salvation with unbelievers, making friends for eternity
Today we are looking at the Crown of Life, and like each of them, it is a reward of grace, but 
what does that mean?
Anything we ever do that pleases God is the evidence of His grace at work in us
PP “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. On
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of 
God that is with me.” 1 Corinthians 15:10 
Here Paul shows us the relationship between God’s grace and our effort
He isn’t talking about salvation which is always undeserved, unearned and free
He is describing the kind of life that salvation produces
I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me
Christian, God has given you gifts, abilities, health, a personality, possessions, passions, so
harness them with all your effort and faithfulness to serve Him faithfully and be rewarded
Let’s say that you were unemployed, and had never really had a career before, just doing a little 
work here and there to get enough money to live
An owner of a company meets you and offers you a job, inviting you to work for him
But you tell him you have no job skills, no experience, and he says, If you work for me, I will 
teach you what you need to know…so you do
He makes you his employee, gives you a steady paycheck, meets with you daily to encourage 
you, gives you an office next to him, provides your training personally
What is required of you is that you show up for work, you listen, you learn, and you do what 
your boss asks you to do
As you learn, and grow, and faithfully do your job, your boss increases your responsibilities as 
you are ready for them and rewards you with promotions and bonuses
Soon, you aren’t working because you have to in order to keep your job, rather you want to  
because you respect  and care for your boss who has shown you such kindness
You work to honor him, to please him, to show him how appreciative you are that he gave you, 
an undeserving and unemployed person, a job
At the end of your long career your boss gives you a retirement party and invites you to speak
Your heart is full of gratitude and love and it is directed in full toward one person, and your 
entire speech honors and thanks the one who was responsible for your career
You don’t even think to speak of your own accomplishments and achievements, and it is 
unthinkable to bring honor to yourself
There is no doubt in you that you deserved none of what he gave you, and without his kindness,
his taking a chance on you, his help, his guidance along the way, your life would have 
turned out very differently and not nearly this full

Now let me show you a future scene in heaven described in the book of Revelation
PP “And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who is seated on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, ‘Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they existed and were created.’”  
Revelation 4:9-11
The 24 elders (likely representing all believers) take their crowns (stephanos) and throw them 
down before God
In ancient days, there was a ceremony where a conquered king left alive would thrown down his 
crown, his honor and authority, at the feet of the victorious king
It was a sign of surrender and an admission that all authority and honor belong to the victor king
The elders here are declaring that all their rewards were achieved by by His grace and done for 
His glory which is far superior to their own
The word ‘whenever’ is in a Greek tense that indicates this will be an ongoing act of our worship
Christian, any crown or reward you are given in heaven will be yours for eternity, and you will 
continually, as an act of worship, cast them down before God in honor and praise
PP “On that day, when we see Him as He is, when we are awed by the living creatures, but most 
of all by the One who sits on the throne, we will wish we had more to cast at His feet. We 
will wish we could have suffered more for Him, sacrificed more for Him, resisted greater 
temptations than the ones we gave in to. We will wish we had fought more for Him, wish 
we had overcome more for Him, and wish we had more with which to praise Him”  
Kent Hughes
We will praise God with our crowns and rewards and with our lips: PP “Worthy are You, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by 
Your will they existed and were Created”  Revelation 4:11
This praise, ‘our Lord and God’ is about to connect us straight to the crown we will look at 
today, the PP Crown of Life
You see, John wrote Revelation and his readers knew that this title, ‘our Lord and God’ was 
the official title Rome was forcing its people to say of the Emperor Domitian
A Roman official would come to your town in the late 1st Century, and you would be called to  
appear and stand before a painting of Domitian
In front of that painting was a brazier of burning coals and a bowl of incense and you were 
required to worship the Emperor, proclaiming He was Lord and God
The lives of 1st Century Christians were on the line if they refused, and most did, and were put
to death for it
But what does this have to do with the Crown of Life?

PP “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be 
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Revelation 2:10 
PP “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.”  
James 1:12 
The Crown of Life will be given to those whose faith in Jesus our Lord and God endures even to
the point of death because we love Jesus more than life
James tells us that the one who remains steadfast under trial, is ‘Blessed’ and that the form of 
that blessing is this crown, the crown of life
For anyone in eternity who asks how you gained this crown, you will have opportunity to praise 
the One Whom you loved and Who gave you the grace to endure through every trial
Peter, who knew about suffering, of whom tradition said was crucified upside down, wrote to 
encourage the suffering church: PP “And after you have suffered a little while, the God 
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.” 1 Peter 5:10-11

Look again to what James said about the Crown of Life: PP “Blessed is the man who remains 
steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 
which God has promised to those who love Him.”  James 1:12 
The word PP ‘trial’ mean to put to the proof
PP In God’s hands, trials are tests and always, without fail, He allows them to prove your
faith and love for Him genuine
They are God’s means to strengthen you, to prove to everyone, including yourself, that your faith 
can pass the test, emerging victorious and His grace establishes you through them
On the other hand, PP In the devil’s hands, trials are temptations and he wants you to fall, 
proving your faith a failure
Brother and sister, if you are to receive the crown of life, then you must learn to trust God in 
your trials being faithful to Jesus even to the point of death, trusting Him to the end
Cling to Him, refuse to back down in your Christian faith, stay faithful by His grace to the end
Life is hard, full of storms and trials and it is then that we want to doubt and turn against God
There may be a time when your job is on the line if you are faithful to God holding to integrity  
There may come a time when your life is at stake should you remain faithful to Jesus
It is in the trial that our trust and love for Him is proven, and we remember that the Crown of Life is given to those PP ‘who remains steadfast under trial…stood the test…those who love 
Him.”  James 1:12

PP (Pic of Diocletian) In AD 304, the Emperor on the throne of Rome was Diocletian, a ruler 
who raged against the Christians, putting them to torture and death
A church leader, Timothy and his wife Maura, had been married just over 3 weeks when 
Diocletian’s persecution came for them
Timothy was known for his love for God’s Word, so Arrianus, the Governor of Thebais, 
commanded him to show fealty to the emperor by burning his scrolls of scripture
The young church leader responded, "Had I children, I would sooner deliver them up to be 
sacrificed, than part with the Word of God," 
How alien to our modern ears this sounds to us doesn’t it church?
Arrianus the governor, enraged, ordered his eyes to be put out with red-hot irons, saying "The 
books shall at least be useless to you, for you shall not see to read them." 
But Timothy endured in his suffering so well that the governor grew even more angry, and 
ordered him to be hung up by the feet, with a weight tied about his neck, and a gag in 
his mouth
Maura, his wife, was allowed to come to him in the midst of his torture, and seeing his suffering, 
she tenderly urged him for her sake, to recant
Believing him willing to recant, they removed his gag, but instead of consenting to his wife's
requests, he corrected and encouraged her and declared his resolution of dying for his 
faith in Jesus Christ
It so powerfully affected her that she resolved to imitate his courage and faithfulness with a 
willingness to either accompany or follow him into glory
The governor then ordered her to be tortured, which was done with great severity and afterward, 
both husband and wife, were crucified next to each other
Let me take you into the future to the day when Jesus will gather every person who has ever 
lived before His great white throne, where He will put believers on His right and 
unbelievers on His left
Beginning with His believers, those written in the Lamb’s book of life, those who believed in 
Him for their salvation, He will call up to the throne one by one, publicly, and reward 
them for their faithfulness
You will see Timothy and Maura each walk forward, and Jesus will come down from that throne
with an unfading wreath, a crown of life for each of them
He will look at them with a smile, and placing that wreath on their heads, they will hear, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant…your trusted Me, even to death’
In the great, endless glory of eternity, they will each take that crown, and cast it down at the feet
of the One they died for, proclaiming, worthy are you my Lord and God, to receive all 
honor

Brother and sister, are you being tested?
Be faithful, remain steadfast, stand the test, love Jesus more than your comfort, more than your 
life
Perhaps Jesus will give to you the Crown of Life and for all eternity, you will be able to cast it at 
His feet, praising your Lord and God Who is deserving of all honor!
Pray


