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Mark 4:1-9 (NLT) 
1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered around him, 
so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people remained on the shore. 2 He taught 
them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the 
seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying 
rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon wilted under the 
hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and 
choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted!” 9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
 
Mark 4:13-20 (NLT) 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The 
seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at 
once and take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and 
immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 
away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that 
fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is 
produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word 
and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 
 
Luke 8:15 
15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and 
good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.   
 
Mark 4:7 
7 And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.   
 
Mark 4:18-19 (NLT) 
18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly 
the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other 
things, so no fruit is produced.  
 
Mark 4:18-19 
18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19 and the 
cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the 
word, and it becomes unfruitful.  
 
Mark 4:19 (AMP) 
19 but the worries and cares of the world [the distractions of this age with its worldly pleasures], and 
the deceitfulness [and the false security or glamour] of wealth [or fame], and the passionate desires 
for all the other things creep in and choke out the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
 
Mark 4:19 (AMPC) 
19 Then the cares and anxieties of the world and distractions of the age, and the pleasure and delight 
and false glamour and deceitfulness of riches, and the craving and passionate desire for other things 
creep in and choke and suffocate the Word, and it becomes fruitless. 
 
 
 



Luke 21:34 
34 "But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly.  
 
Luke 21:34 (AMPC) 
34 But take heed to yourselves and be on your guard, lest your hearts be overburdened and 
depressed (weighed down) with the giddiness and headache and nausea of self-indulgence, 
drunkenness, and worldly worries and cares pertaining to [the business of] this life, and [lest] that day 
come upon you suddenly like a trap or a noose; 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 
being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 (RSV) 
18 because we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
 
1 John 2:16-17 
16 For all that is in the world -- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life -- is not of 
the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does 
the will of God abides forever.  
 
1 John 2:17 (NLT) 
17 And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever. 
 
Philippians 3:20 
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
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