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This is a continuation of the teaching from part one and wretchedly difficult. 
However, there are few things more powerful than love for one’s enemies. 
This kind of love (agape) is how we show who we really are as followers of 
Jesus. Everyone loves those who love them. The unique thing is when 
someone loves those whom they hate and who hate them in return. This 
teaching is risky. There are no guarantees that our enemies will even care. 
In fact, they may mock us or take even more advantage of us.
 
Again, we have to acknowledge that Jesus isn’t suggesting that we don’t 
practice healthy boundaries, self-care, or wisdom in our relationships. 
However, he is inviting us to risk those things for the sake of love. But, not 
just any love. A transformational kind of love that the world is starving for 
and needs to actually see displayed. If the Church doesn’t display it, who 
will?
 
When we love those who persecute us, we are shown to be image-bearers, 
God’s children. We take the role we were made for. We live out our royal 
calling. In the end, our calling is to “Be perfect” as our heavenly father is 
perfect. It’s easy to hear that and say, “I’m out!” Some old translations used 
the English word “holy” instead of perfect. Neither English word perfectly 
communicates what the Greek word here is actually communicating. The 
Greek word τέλειος (teleios) and in most contexts, including this one, 
means to be “mature.” This word is used to describe a person who has 
reached a completion point in their development as a human. We can also 
use the words “complete” or “whole” to describe what Jesus is alluding to. 
 
This is a command but also a promise. When we step over a type of 
boundary and show love and generosity to someone outside our circle—
someone who hates us and who we hate—we are never more like God 
than in that moment. This teaching most likely inspired Philippians 3:12-14 
and 1 John 4:7-12. 
 



Read Matthew Chapter 5 (the whole thing).
 
Looking back over the four months that we spent in this Scripture, what 
was the thing that:
·      Stood out to you the most?
·      You learned?
·      Made you the most uncomfortable?
·      Was most encouraging?
·      Was most helpful in your walk with Jesus?
·      Was most helpful to your relationships?
·      Most perplexing?
·      Most _________________?
 
Zeroing in on the verses 5:43-48, what stood out to you from the talk? How 
do you respond to this teaching? Is it a reality for you? Why or why not? 
  
Is there an opportunity, somewhere in your life, that you can put this 
teaching into practice? Who is your enemy? Who is your neighbor that God 
is calling you to love? 
 
 
If we follow Jesus’ words in 5:38-48, how might we surprise our enemies?


