
Perspective and Motivation

“We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:3)
 
“You became imitators of us and of the Lord…  And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia 
and Achaia.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6–7)
 
If you want to improve your character, you must learn to imitate.
1. You need someone to look up to.
2. You need someone to look out for.
 
Imitation in Paul’s letters:

“You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord…” (1 
Thessalonians 1:5–6, NIV)
“Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1, NLT) 
“So I urge you to imitate me… how I follow Christ Jesus…” (1 Corinthians 4:16–17, NLT)
“Pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow our example.” (Philippians 3:17, NLT)
“Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw 
me doing.”  (Philippians 4:9, NLT)
“Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me…” (2 Timothy 1:13, ESV)
“For you know that you ought to imitate us…. we wanted to give you an example to follow.” (2 
Thessalonians 3:7,9, NLT) 
“Dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to live as I do…” (Galatians 4:12, NLT)

 
Modeling godly character in Paul’s letters:

“ …learn from those who follow our example.” (Philippians 3:17, NLT)
“…follow the example of those who are going to inherit God’s promises because of their faith and 
endurance.” (Hebrews 6:12*, NLT)
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 
life, and imitate their faith.” (Hebrews 13:7*, ESV)

 
Being an example in Paul’s letters:

“Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” 
(1 Timothy 4:12, NLT)
“In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness…” 
(Titus 2:7, NIV)

 
*The author of Hebrews is unknown, but many scholars believe the letter was written by the apostle Paul.
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Praying Scripture
The prayer focus this week is 2 Thessalonians 3:16.

“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.”

Below is an example of how to pray the passage:

Heavenly Father, I praise you and thank you for the peace that comes from your Spirit in me. Many in this 
world have lost their way in pursuing a false peace that will never satisfy. I pray that I will reflect your peace to 
those who are searching for the true peace which does satisfy. May the peace of God, which passes all human 
understanding, guard our hearts and minds, through Christ Jesus our Lord and for his greater glory. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen.

Description for Series
Love This Book, Part 4, is an opportunity to study the writings of Paul with a renewed understanding of what it means 
to be “in Christ” and how that knowledge changes everything about us. As we look at the letters written by Paul in 
the New Testament, we will focus on how we are Shaped by the Gospel. Through his letters, we see the challenges 
and questions that confronted the first generation of Christians and how Paul sought to equip others to be part of 
the ongoing story of the gospel. 
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A key theme in the letter to the Thessalonians is the return of Jesus Christ, known as the second coming. 
However, another significant focus is how the gentile Christians are living as followers of Jesus. The gospel 
message made a fundamental difference in how they lived, and Paul celebrates their work produced by 
faith, their labor prompted by love, and their endurance inspired by hope.



Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15.

1. Why does Paul remind the Thessalonians that he wasn’t idle while he was with them? Why do you think he 
chose to not take food or other necessities from others? 

2. How would you write the main idea behind Paul’s statement, “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 
How does that apply to us in our culture? 

3. How would you describe the overall tone of these verses? 

Respond by writing out a work schedule for this week that reflects a biblical mindset about work.

Reflect on your attitude about idleness and work. Do you tend to be lazy or to be a workaholic? Neither of these 
extremes are God’s design for you.

Pray for discernment to develop an appropriate view of work.
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Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15.
The verses in chapter 3 follow Paul’s injunction to pray for him (verses 1-2) and the reminder that, because of 
the Lord’s faithfulness, they will be protected from the evil one. Paul then strengthens their faith with words of 
encouragement to remind them that the Lord will direct their hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance 
(verses 3-5). Paul is writing again about a facet of being in Christ, which also reveals that being rooted in God’s love 
is an essential aspect of the gospel.

1. What command does Paul give to the Thessalonian people? What reason does he give for them to keep their 
distance from certain individuals? How did you respond to Paul’s statement? 

2. How would you describe Paul’s vision for the Thessalonian church after reading this passage? 

3. Why do you think Paul was able to use his life as an example for the Thessalonians? 

Respond by choosing to work hard this week because your work ethic reflects obedience to the gospel. 

Reflect on the kind of work ethic that was modeled for you. Does it align with the teaching from this passage? 

Pray for the proper attitude and perspective about work.
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1. What does it mean to you to imitate someone? How do we imitate others poorly? How can you 
imitate someone well? 

2. Who is someone in your life whose character is worthy of imitation? Why is that person someone you 
would want to imitate? 

3. Paul thanks the Thessalonians for how they are living and how it reflects the message of the gospel. 
Why is it challenging to live this way?  

4. Reflect on verse three and how you model, or don’t model, these spiritual qualities. Ask the Spirit to 
help you live out these qualities in your different spheres of influence. 

5. Pray for one another that each one would grow in grace and maturity to reflect the faith, love, and 
hope that Paul talks about in 1 Thessalonians.

S M A L L  G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15.

1. In verse 13 Paul states that, “[we should] never tire of doing what is good.” What do you think he means by that 
statement? Do you find it encouraging or discouraging to think about living out this principle? What does it 
look like to model this principle to others? 

2. What does it mean to be a busybody? (Meddling in the affairs of someone else) Have you had those thoughts 
or acted in that manner? 

3. Paul speaks strongly about how to treat someone who is not working hard. He doesn’t tell us to shame the 
person because that doesn’t leave room for relationship and restoration. How can you help someone as a 
brother or sister in Christ have a stronger and more biblical work ethic? 

Respond by thinking about the times you have grown weary or tired when doing what was right. What caused 
that attitude to develop? Remember to return to the principles of these verses when you are tempted to give up. 

Reflect on Paul’s greetings in verse 16. Personalize these words as a reminder of God’s presence and faithfulness.

Pray for the ability to persevere in the way that you work, remembering that you are modeling God’s values and 
work ethic.
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