
Forty Days of Hearing God #1: Hearing God 

We’ve already done, “40 is the Biblical Number of Testing,” and “Rationalism and 
Mysticism (mind & spirit)”). The sermon on “The Open Ear” primed the pump and we are 
ready to face the test and pass. God gives the open ear and we will journey together by 
spirit and mind, find His voice, and obey Him.  

Today you receive your devotional:  40 Days of Hearing from God; Journeying the 
Highway of Holiness.  You will see that Week 1 is on “Hearing God.” The Sunday sermon 
has this title and the Wednesday sermon will be entitled, “God’s Thoughts” 

The daily devotions for these 40 days is a discipleship journey that starts with God’s will 
and ends with your actions conformed to that will.  It concludes with a meditation 
identified as “Your Journey Is the Highway of Holiness.” That is, we will not have 
concluded our journey after only 40 days; “is” reflects a lifetime.   

In 40 days we will have made serious progress, both individually and corporately, in 
launching out into the deep and developing a lifestyle of true discipleship.  Go slowly; 
one meditation a day keeps the devil at bay.  The devotions are a process, not a hurdle.    

You will see that the back pages of the booklet has a small group roster.  We urge you to 
join your fellow travelers on a holy pilgrimage by joining a small group.  It also has room 
for prayer requests and praise reports to mark milestones in your journey. 

Lastly, each week begins with a Memory Verse (see p.5). This week it is Isaiah 50:4 “The 
Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should know how to speak A 
word in season to him who is weary.  He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens 
My ear To hear as the learned.   

Forty Days of Hearing God #1: Hearing God 

Rev. 3:20 20Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens 
the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.  

This is a word directly to the Christians, not sinners.  He is knocking and we are opening.  
He will provide true Communion…a prototype of which can be seen in Father Abraham. 

Gen. 22:1 1Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, “Abraham!”  And he said, “Here I am.” 

God called and Abraham opened, pleasing God with His faith (Heb 11:6) and God said: 

Gen. 22:16-18 16 …“By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this 
thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son—17blessing I will bless you, and 
multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 
18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed 
My voice.” 

God blessed him and his posterity on the basis of “you have obeyed my voice.”   The 
literal meaning of “obey” is to come under the hearing.   

God operates through His word and all who hear it and respond accordingly are 
rewarded.  Notice His operational method from the very beginning:  “Light be!” Gen 1:3 

As we look further into the account of Creation, we find God’s specific word regarding 
humanity, an expression of divine will that has never changed. 

 



Gen. 1:28 28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 
the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

Thus, man began well as the Lord’s co-regent in authority over the Earth but… 

Gen. 3:1 1Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden’?” 

Satan attempts to move the mind and spirit away from what God has said so that, 
ultimately he can blind the mind to the need to obey what God has said.  Here, he adds 
the adjective “every” to what God has said. Eve also adds to the word of God: 

Gen. 3:2-3 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 
garden; 3but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You 
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 

Adam also then bought into the lie. The immediate result of this was:  

Gen. 3:10 10So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” 

Men have been running from hearing God ever since… which is why Jesus came… 

John 10:3-5 3To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4And when he brings out his own sheep, he 
goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5Yet they will by no 
means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.”  

His sheep are those who are seeking to worship God in spirit and in truth. 

John 18:37 37Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”  Jesus answered, “You 
say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come 
into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears 
My voice.” 

Jesus is the Truth and consistently makes Himself and His Father’s will made 
known to those who hear Him and follow Him and not another. 

John 16:12-13 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come.  

In review, Abraham heard and opened. Israel, on the other hand did not.  Hebrews 3 and 
4 equate their choice not to open themselves to God as rebellion and disobedience, 
much like Adam and Eve and with correspondingly severe consequences. 

Heb. 3:7-8 7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, 8 Do not 
harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness, (Also in 3:15 
and 4:7) 

Heb. 4:11-12 11Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to 
the same example of disobedience.  12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 



In closing: God gives the open ear; let us each and all incline our ears and give 
Him open access to our hearts for He has said:   

Proverbs 4:20-23, 20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings.  
21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 For 
they are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh.  23 Keep your heart with 
all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.  

“Issues” is the Hebrew word for “boundaries” or “borders.”   

Let us expand to the right hand and the left as we Hear, Open, and Follow Him. 

 


