
 

Refined By Fire 
(1 Peter 1:6-7) 6 You rejoice in this, even though now for a short time, if 
necessary, you suffer grief in various trials 7 so that the proven character of 
your faith—more valuable than gold which, though perishable, is refined by 
fire—may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Fire can be ____ or ____. 

Peter illustrates how God uses fiery trials to do something very productive in 
our lives. 

1—A REFINING: Our faith is to be tested. 
The character of our faith needs refining. When you got saved, God was not 
finished working on you, the work had only begun! 

(Ephesians 2:8–10) For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not 
from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. 
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10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared ahead of time for us to do. 

(Philippians 1:6) I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

How does God refine the character of our faith? "By fire"—Fiery trials 

•  Fiery trials are expected ("Even though now") 

(John 16:33) “…You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous!” 

•  Fiery trials are brief ("for a short time”) 

•  Fiery trials are necessary ("if necessary”) 

•  Fiery trials are painful ("you suffer grief”) 

•  Fiery trials are varied ("various trials”) 

•  Fiery trials are beneficial ("so that the proven character of your 
faith ... is refined") 

(Job 23:10) “he knows the way I have taken; when he has tested me, I will 
emerge as pure gold.” 

Our trials are working for our good. (Romans 8:28) “We know that all things 
work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose.” 
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2—A RESULT: Our future is to be triumphant. 
Verse 7 says the refining of the character of our faith will “result in praise, 
glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

The thought here is that it is the believers themselves—these in Peter’s day 
as well as in our day, and all of them in-between—who will receive praise, 
glory, and honor! 

Paul says it this way (1 Corinthians 4:5) “… don’t judge anything prematurely, 
before the Lord comes, who will both bring to light what is hidden in 
darkness and reveal the intentions of the hearts. And then praise will come 
to each one from God.” 

Jesus said (Matthew 25:23) the Master will say to the faithful servant, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant!” 

(Matthew 5:11–12) “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you 
and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of me. 12 Be glad and 
rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven.” 

(2 Corinthians 4:17) “…our momentary light affliction is producing for us an 
absolutely incomparable weight of glory.” 

Peter nudges us to remember that we aren’t home yet! 

The more we suffer here on earth, the more we ache for heaven. 
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3—A REJOICING: Our feeling is to be 
thrilled. 
How should we feel about our faith being refined by fire? Peter says, “rejoice 
in this.” 

For Peter and these believers, it was the vivid awareness of the reality of 
God’s work in their lives that caused him to rejoice in this profound sense, 

(Matthew 5:11-12) You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you 
and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of me. Be glad and 
rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven.  

In truth, we are to be a rejoicing people. We are to rejoice in spite of our 
troubles. 

LIFE ACTION 
In fiery trials, rejoice in the goodness and grace of God as He 
accomplishes His good work in you.
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