Engage – Engage with Life #2

This year, 2025, is the year we Engage with God and Engage our Faith.

How do I Engage with God?
We want you to have daily conversations with God. What does that look like? 
	Prayer – More than talking, you ask questions and listen for an answer.
	The Word – More than reading the Word, you are studying and memorizing the Word. 
	Fasting – Not just abstaining from things but pressing into someone. 
	Worship – Singing is good, but take time to express your adoration for Him. 
	Inviting God into your moments. 

How Do I Engage my faith?
Engage your faith by doing personal evangelism. You are not inviting people to church; you are inviting Jesus into the moment. 
We always want to lead people into an encounter with God that results in LifeChange.

There are four categories of people we want to engage. Everyone fits into one of these four categories. 

Engage the Dedicated.
We don't just want you doing what "gives you life." We want you to plug into life itself. Our heart is for you to have a deeper engagement with God, who is life. 

Engage the Detached.  
The Detached are the ones who were once close to Christ, but PAINS (Problems, Attacks, Incidents, Negatives, and Seasons) have derailed them.

Engage the Drifted. The Drifted are those who have been diverted by distractions. 

Engage the ones who “Don’t Know.” Don’t come to us… we are coming for you. 
50% of our region may have an affiliation to church, but only 10% have an active relationship with Christ. We have 90% of the harvest waiting on us. 

This is what we are going after in 2025. ENGAGE!

As we kick off 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting, please place these two things at the top of your prayer list.
1. “What is the 1 big objective we are called to accomplish at TWBC in the next 10 years?” 
2. Jehovah Jireh – The Lord who supplies brings in the funds to pay off this building so we are free to ministry.

 Matthew 4:1-11
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.'"
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

I John 2:15-16 (KJV)
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
16 For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father, but is of the world.

The devil tempted Jesus in three distinct ways:
1. The lust of the flesh tempted him to turn stones into bread.
2. The lust of the eyes tempted him to seek worldly power and glory. 
3. The pride of life tempts him to worship Satan. 

These temptations represent the core struggles of our humanity. When the original sin occurred, we were separated from life itself. Therefore our temptation is to find, create, or fill the emptiness with things that will give us life. 
The temptation to meet our physical needs, needs of the soul, and spiritual needs in our own power furthers our destruction. 
Our mandate is not to rely on ourselves but on the finished work of Jesus Christ that gives life. When we find ourselves tempted to sin or even trapped in sin, the solution is to turn to the Source of Life, Jesus! 

1. John 1:4
In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
2. John 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
3. John 3:36
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
4. John 4:14
The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
5. John 4:36
Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.
6. John 5:21
For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.
7. John 5:26
For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.
8. John 5:29
those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
9. John 5:39
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me,40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.
10. John 6:27
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.”
11. John 6:33
For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
12. John 6:35
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.
13. John 6:40
For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
14. John 6:48
I am the bread of life.
15. John 6:51
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
16. John 6:53
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.
17. John 6:54
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.
18. John 6:63
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
19. John 6:68
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,
20. John 8:12
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
21. John 10:10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
22. John 10:11
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
23. John 10:15
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
24. John 10:17
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.
25. John 10:28
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
26. John 11:25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
27. John 12:50
And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.”
28. John 14:6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
29. John 17:3
And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.
30. John 20:31
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Every time Jesus was tempted to sin, he responded with Scripture. He quoted God's Word to rebuke the devil's lies and reaffirm his commitment to God's will. This proves the power of being anchored in God's Word to guard our hearts against temptation. 

Satan’s plan was to attack the flesh, Jesus's strategy was to live by the Spirit. Therefore, where many people think Jesus was at his weakest, he was stronger than ever in the Spirit. This empowered him to lean on the Source that would sustain him through any temptation.  

Three takeaways from this account. 
The Power of Scripture:
Jesus' reliance on Scripture reveals the importance of memorizing and meditating on God's Word to combat temptation. 
Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

The Power of Prayer and Fasting:
Jesus' example also highlights the power of prayer and fasting in seeking God's strength and ability to overcome during times of temptation. 
1 Corinthians 10:13: "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
The Power of God's Faithfulness:
Just as angels came and ministered to Jesus, God is attending to you to help you in your time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16
"14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need."

The difference between religion and relationship is how you approach the throne. Religion approaches the throne with cowardice because of fear of judgment and punishment. 
Relationship approaches the throne with confidence because of mercy and grace. 

Jesus – Life is waiting for you. 
