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The Book of Romans 

   
Part 2 

Romans Chapter 1:18-32 
Opener 
 
Review: Last Sunday Pastor Mike began this study of the Book of Romans by telling you 
“[this] is not only the beginning of a new series on a book of the bible, it’s casting vision 
for how we begin this new year and this new decade!” 
  
“Every Christian owes the whole world (all whom you encounter) to preach the gospel.” 
 
“To Preach the Gospel in Greek is Euaggelizō / yü-än-ge-lē'-zō (Evangelize) meaning: 
to bring good news…” 
 
“In the gospel of Christ, the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith!” 
 
““from faith to faith” - according to scripture, Christ redeemed us or bought us back and 
now we owe a debt to the whole world to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to people 
who are without hope, without purpose without the Lord! 
 
That’s living “from faith to faith”!” 
 
 
Opening Passage 
 
Romans 1:16-17 (NASB) 
"16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it [the] 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE 
RIGHTEOUS [man] SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."" 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
  
Heavenly Father, I pray that today’s message transition from a head knowledge into a 
heart revelation and through the power and the person of the Holy spirit renew our 
minds and transform our lives in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
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Introduction 
 
Paradigm Shift: 
 

• What we are talking about today is not just “for them”, it’s “for us”. 
 

• We live under the Dispensation [time or period] of Grace. We are no longer under 
the Law. 

 
Galatians 5:18 (NASB) - "But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
Law." 

 
The Law was meant to remind us of our sinfulness and need for God. Christ makes it 
possible for us to be set free from the penalty of the law of sin and death through His 
grace on us. 
 

• God could never hate anything(one) that He created. He does indeed hate sin and 
tells us to do the same thing. 

 
Romans 1:18-20 (NASB) "18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within 
them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, 
being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse." 

 
Chuck Smith – “Ungodly means ‘not in the right relationship with God.’ Unrighteous 
means ‘not in the right relationship with man.’ 
 
The truth of the love of Christ cannot be seen by others when we are “living in sin”. It’s 
diluted and we appear to be hypocrites [from the word meaning actor]. 
 
 
1. Unbelief has Consequences 
 
Unbelief = Being unfaithful and obstinate [stubbornly adhering to an opinion regardless 
of persuasion] of truth. 
 
“Wrath” - anger exhibited in punishment 
 
The punishment we receive from God are the consequences that He has already set 
forth as a principle. God is not reactive, He is proactive! 
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Mark 16:16 (NASB) - "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; 
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned." 
 
Romans 6:23 NASB - "23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

 
“Wages” are earned, “gifts” are given. 
 
“Death” - progressively on earth and eternally in Hell 
 
The consequences of unbelief are the effects of sin without the protection of God’s 
grace. 
 
June Hunt – “You can’t have the peace of God unless you are in the will of God.” 
 
2.  Unbelief is different than just being imperfect 
 
Lifestyle of Sin vs. Lifestyle of Repentance 
 

Romans 1:21-23 [NASB] "For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as 
God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the 
glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds 
and four-footed animals and crawling creatures." 

 
“futile in speculations” – became empty or vain in their reasoning or thinking 
 
“foolish heart was darkened” – Calloused. Evil becomes good and good is evil. 

Romans 1:24-25 [NASB] "Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. For they 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen." 

Paul explains further the lusts of their hearts: 

Romans 1:26-27 [NASB] "For this reason God gave them over to degrading 
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is 
unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of 
the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men 
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committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of 
their error." 

Here Paul gives us God’s view on Homosexuality. It is an abandonment of our natural 
function. 
 
We are designed to function as two distinct genders in harmony with the opposite 
gender. 

Genesis 2:22-24 [NASB] "The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He 
had taken from the man and brought her to the man. The man said, "This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, because she 
was taken out of Man." "For this reason, a man shall leave his father and his 
mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh." 

Remember, temptation is different than sin. To be attracted to the same sex is not a sin, 
just as being attracted to another person of the opposite sex outside of your marriage is 
not a sin. 

What you do with that desire determines whether sin is your master or Christ is your 
Lord. 

Belief is demonstrated by what we do with our thoughts and by our actions. 

Chuck Smith – “When men create their own god, they become like the god they serve 
and are rapidly degraded.” 

Before we pick on homosexuality exclusively, Paul continues the list: 

Romans 1:28-31 [NASB] "And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 
longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not 
proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, malice; [they are] gossips, slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without 
understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;" 

 
3.  How we respond to unbelievers is vital 
 

Romans 1:32 [NASB] "and although they know the ordinance of God, that those 
who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also 
give hearty approval to those who practice them." 
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Like God we must hate the sin, not the sinner. 

We must be cautious, not only to refrain from practicing these things, but not allow 
ourselves to be exposed to anything that glorifies them in anyway. 

*New game for Christmas, “Relative Insanity” 

The Gospel of Christ that we owe unbelievers and are called to preach/live out is one of 
holiness and humility. 

May God grant us the grace to not only be forgiven for sins that we have committed, but 
also grace us through His spirit to live a life that is pleasing to Him and attracting others 
to Him. 

Prayer for Those who’ve decided to live righteously  
 
Invitation for Salvation 
 
Salvation Prayer  
 
Raise Hands if You Prayed that Prayer 
 
Stand and Call up Ministry Team for One More Song. 


