
MESSAGE OUTLINE
Called By Mercy

Jonah 1:1–16 (NIV)
1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city  
of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up  
before me.”

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down  
to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare,  
he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose 
that the ship threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each 
cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten  
the ship.

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep 
sleep. 6 The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and 
call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us so that we will not perish.”

7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who 
is responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So 
they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for 
us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is your 
country? From what people are you?”

9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, 
who made the sea and the dry land.”

10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he 
was running away from the Lord, because he had already told them so.)

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should 
we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?”

12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become 
calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, 
for the sea grew even wilder than before. 14 Then they cried out to the Lord, 
“Please, Lord, do not let us die for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us 
accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, Lord, have done as you 
pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging 
sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to him.

Let Mercy Do It’s Work 

This is great ironic story telling. To the first listeners of this story, it was 
obvious that God was in Tarshish, but the big dramatic  surprise is that God 
is also in Nineveh. 

“Jonah places the scandal of God’s mercy front and center, turning the 
prophet into the foil for an unbounded divine compassion”  
-Terence E. Fretheim 

	o   It is hard to live into God’s will, if you are not in touch with God’s mercy. 

“Vocation does not come from willfulness. It comes from listening… Vocation 
does not mean a goal that I pursue. It means a calling that I hear. Before I can 
tell my life what I want to do with it, I must listen to my life telling me who I 
am.” -Parker J. Palmer, Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation

Jonah is a story that is so applicable to adults that it was traditionally read by 
the Jewish people on Yom Kippur. At the end of the reading, the congregation 
would say in unison: “we are Jonah.” -Jacques Ellul: The Judgement of Jonah 

Patient Trust

Above all, trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.

And yet it is the law of all progress
that it is made by passing through some stages of instability—
and that it may take a very long time.

And so I think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow,
let them shape themselves, without undue haste.
Don’t try to force them on,
as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit
gradually forming within you will be.
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing
that his hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself
in suspense and incomplete.
-Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ excerpted from Hearts on Fire


